
Hi Everyone, 
 
What incredible weather hot, cold, hot, cold - or should we say normal for Melbourne Spring! We feel for all the 
people up north with the fires and hope they abate soon. 
 
Meanwhile, watch that you don't ignore the water levels in your trees when it is cold. Drizzle may not get through 
to the roots. 
Also, don't forget to keep an eye on their fast growth. 
 
Enjoy your Bonsai! 
Wendy  

Waverley Bonsai Group 
Waverley Garden Club Bonsai Group Inc. 
 

                  November 2019 

NEXT MEETING                    Tues 19th November 
 

Tonight's Topic:   Mystery Night 
 

 
Date: Tuesday 19th Nov 2019           8 pm start  
 

Venue: rear hall,    St John’s Church,     cnr Virginia & Alexander Streets,  
Mt Waverley (Melway ref 70 D1)   

Display Table  
 
Tree of the Month: Satsuki Azaleas 
Style of the Month: Broom & Informal 

Other Trees - Your Choice 
 
Supper Roster: 
Jenny & Doug 

New Club Shirts & Hoodies - See photo below 
 

Wear our Club T-Shirts with pride! 

Orders will be put in when we get enough. So be 

patient. 

The Hoodies are medium weight in black & blue 
with club logo, $46 each. See JoAnn next meeting 
if you want one. (or email Zyggy with your size) 



Are you receiving your newsletters in your inbox?  
If not, add this address  
newsletter@waverleybonsaigroup.org   
into your contacts list. Then it won't be considered as spam. 

Notes from your Committee  
Please respect our presenters and turn your phones to silent, or off, during our meetings. 
 

Supper Roster Replaced by Volunteers on the Night 
The committee has decided that there will be no supper roster as it is always so hard to fill. Instead, we are hoping that different mem-
bers will volunteer on the night - especially if they have not done so before. 
 
Library Books 
Please return all books by the December meeting 
 
Beginner Workshops 
The novice course run by Bruce A & Zyggy has continued this year, so please check below for the date & location of the next Saturday that 
it is on. 
These afternoons are ideal for any of our new members, at no extra cost. 
 
Display Table 
Please bring along your trees for the display table. Not only is it great for all of us to see and admire, but you  earn points for the annual 
awards which will be presented in February. 
These are a feature of our meetings where members of 3 levels can display their trees 
 
December Meeting - Christmas Meeting 
We will have a great night with 3 of our Senior Members displaying their Bonsai skills - so don't miss it. 
Also - we have a Xmas supper to follow 
Please bring a plate of something to share with fellow members. Partners are also welcome. We will also need 2 volunteers to help in the 
kitchen 
 
Early Reminder - We do have a January Meeting 
 
Programme Ideas 
If you have any ideas, know a good speaker or have lurking interests (Bonsai related!) please let Bruce A know  
 
Talks & Demonstrations at Other Groups 
Bruce & Bruce still have 2 booking for this year to give demonstrations at other clubs and already one into next year 
If you know of any clubs that would like a talk from us, please let Bruce know.  
 
Banking 
Please note that the club has changed banks. We are now with the Bendigo Bank 
BSB: 633 000    ACCOUNT: 161 248 547 
Paying by Bank Transfer? Please use your name as reference & notify our treasurer Brian Taylor of any deposits. 
 

Subscriptions Overdue Now 

Subscriptions were due on 1st July 
family $35   single $30 
Thanks to everyone who has paid their fees. Anyone who hasn't, has been removed from the Newsletter Mailing List! 
 

Member Numbers & Details 
We currently have 96 members which includes life members (we had 105 last year). 
Our Club Mailing list has now been updated so if you are not receiving the Bonsai and the Garden Club Newsletters, please let Bruce W 
know. Also if you have changed any details, let him know also. 
 
I hope you, your garden  and your Bonsai are enjoying the rain and all the massive growth that goes with it!!  

Brian Sampson’s Bonsai book is 
available at the meetings for $15 

BEGINNER'S WORKSHOPS  
This month's Workshop will be held at 

Zyggy’s place 
Sat 23rd Nov1 - 4pm 

Please let him know if you can come. 



Last Meeting 

 
We had a workshop night last meeting and many of us took the 
opportunity to work on our trees with the help and guidance of 
our senior members. 
 
Thank you for your advice. It is most appreciated.  

Bonsai Terminology 

LITERATI  A bonsai form where the tree has a tall, slender trunk with no lower branches and only sparse foliage 
confined to the upper reaches of the tree.   



Display Table  



Display Table  



Display Table  



Seasonal Notes 

November 
 

Check Your Wires 

Check wires on all trees regularly as trunks and branches expand/ grow rapidly at this time of year. As new branches harden 

you may start to apply wire. 

For those who work on the trident maples and the corky bark elms - keep an eye on the wire. The heavier lower branches 

and the apex will thicken the most quickly and start to bite in. Let the wire cut in a bit and then cut it off. Then shorten those 

branches and that will allow the thinner branches to catch up and then do the same to those branches once they thicken. 

Pinch Back New Growth 

Pinch back new growth on shoots as early shoots start to grow and elongate. More frequent pinching and nipping will pro-

mote the development of fine branches and thicker foliage pads. Maples still grow rapidly and put out long shoots. Pinch 

back to first pair of leaves. Remove shoots with long internodes. 

Air Layering 

This is the start of air layering season, so select next year’s starter tree from the limbs of another and in a few weeks to a 

couple of months they will be ready on most species. 

Azaleas 

As azaleas finish flowering, prune back to maintain shape of the tree. Repot after flowering. 

Repotting 

Junipers and cedars can be repotted now 

Azaleas repot after flowering 

Natives - leave repotting until November/ December or even wait until early next year. 

Fertilize 

Fertilize regularly using liquid fertilizer in conjunction with organic fertilizer. 

Watering 

With the warmer weather here ensure your plants are obtaining sufficient water. Do not leave your plants on concrete or 

brick paving (they get too hot) 

Pests & Diseases 

If you see ‘slug trails’ on leaves, get out the spray and get the aphids under the leaves above. Ants are a tell-tale too as they 

feed off aphids  

December 

 

Check wires on all trees regularly as trunks and branches expand/grow rapidly at this time of year. As new branches harden 

you may start to apply wire.  

Pinch back new growth on shoots as early shoots start to grow and elongate. More frequent pinching and nipping will pro-

mote the development of fine branches and thicker foliage pads. Maples grow rapidly and put out long shoots. Pinch back to 

first pair of leaves. Remove shoots with long internodes.  

Azaleas when the late flowering has finished, prune back to maintain shape of the tree. Repot shortly after flowering.  

Cryptomerias are OK to prune into shape in the November – March period. Trim out the vertical shoots and keep the crown 

trimmed to invigorate the lower branches. Drooping ends can be wired to shape and dense growth needs to be trimmed out 

to keep insects away. Pinching the shoots when they are still young is the main task over summer. Fertilise from Nov-January.  

Young Zelkovas and Elms can be pruned in December. Mature ones are defoliated. Fertilize regularly using liquid fertilizer in 

conjunction with organic fertilizer  

Natives Leave repotting of natives until January/ February. Ensure your plants are obtaining sufficient water. Put water trays 

under the trees to keep the moisture and humidity moderated. If you are worried about trays filling and over-watering, drape 

a wick of cloth or tying-stocking out of the pot and let it siphon out (to a tree below?). Regularly check plants for pests and 

diseases  

Heat!! Do not leave your plants on brick paving or tin shed roofs (they get too hot). 



WAVERLEY BONSAI GROUP - PROGRAMME 2019 

The committee is currently working a fantastic line-up for this year's programme and will update as soon it is confirmed 

16 July 
Pre-show workshop 
Display Table Species Flowering  Style Informal and Formal 

20 August 
AGM 
Display Table Species Australian Natives  Style Penjing 

17 September 
TBA 
Display Table Species Sakei Landscape  Style Your choice 

15 October 
Workshop Night 
Display Table Species Junipers  Style Your choice 

19 November 
Mystery Night 
Display Table Species Satsuki Azaleas  Style Broom &Informal 
 

17 December 
Christmas break-up, various topics by committee members 
Display Table Species All types  Style Root over Rock  

15 January 
Club members speaking on various aspects of bonsai 
Display Table Species Any  Style Any 

19 February 
Bonsai Forests 
Display Table Species Figs/ Ficus  Style Groups 

19 March 
Workshop Night 
Display Table Species Maples  Style Group 

16 April 
Brenda Parker 
Display Table Species Pine trees  Style Informal and Formal 

21 May 
Workshop 
Display Table Species Autumn Trees  Style Your choice 

18 June 
David Allen from Bendigo Bonsai Club 
Display Table Species Deciduous  Style Informal  

Waverley Bonsai Group 2018–19 annual membership fees: 
Single $30  //  Family $35  //  Student $12 

+ New members pay a one off joining fee of $15 to obtain a club badge 
 

Payment can be made by cash, cheque or Direct Bank Deposit /EFT Our mailing address is: 
Waverley Bonsai Group 
P O Box 926 
Mt Waverley, Vic 3149 
Australia 

Copyright © 2019 Waverley Bonsai Group, All rights reserved.  
Hi fellow bonsai enthusiast, you are receiving this awesome newsletter because you are either a Waverley Bonsai 
Group member, or associated with our great club!  

Direct Bank Deposit /EFT: 
Waverley Bonsai Group – Bendigo Bank  
BSB 633 000 Account 161 248 547. 
Include your name as reference & notify Brian Tay-
lor via email of your payment.  

Your Waverley Bonsai Group contacts for 2019 are: 

  

Secretary and General Enquiries: Bruce Wensor 0431 773 446 brucewensor@outlook.com 
President: Bruce Argaet 0417 058 053 shoku_bruce@hotmail.com 
Vice President and Trading Table: Zyggy Reinoga 0404 041 883 vicepresident@waverleybonsaigroup.org 
Treasurer: Brian Taylor bandjt@hotmail.com 
Newsletter Editor: Wendy Clark newsletter@waverleybonsaigroup.org 
Librarians: Barbara Cheevers and Stuart Caldwell 
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