
Hi Everyone, 
Welcome to 2019 
I hope you and your plants survived the scorcher we had the other day. In Blackburn it got to 44 de-
grees. I soaked my plants & garden the night before and early morning and all weathered it well. 
The humidity and warm weather is causing massive growth. I hope you are all keeping up with the 
trimming and pinching. 
Enjoy your Bonsai 
Wendy  

Waverley Bonsai Group 

Waverley Garden Club Bonsai Group Inc. 
January 2019 

NEXT MEETING                    Tues 15th Jan 

 

A variety of talks given by Senior Members 
Don't miss these very valuable talks. There is always something new to 
learn 
 
Date: Tuesday 15th Jan 2019    8 pm start  
Venue: rear hall, St John’s Church, cnr Virginia & Alexander Streets, Mt 
Waverley (Melway ref 70 D1)   

Display Table  
Tree of the Month: Any Tree 
Style of the Month: Any 
Style 
Other Trees - Your Choice 
Supper Roster:  
Mary Robbie 
Steve Jarrold  

Meeting Reporter.  
I need someone to take notes during the meeting - particularly of the 
speaker. I can then put a better report in the newsletter which is a win 
for you all as a memory jogger for those who attended and a bonus for 
those who couldn't come to the meeting.  
Please contact Wendy via email. newsletter@waverleybonsaigroup.org 

Are you receiving your newsletters in 
your inbox?  
If not, add this address  
newsletter@waverleybonsaigroup.org   
into your contacts list. Then it won't be 
considered as spam. 

Happy New Year 

 

from the President & Committee 
We are all looking forward to another great Bonsai Year  



Notes from your Committee  
Please respect our presenters and turn your phones to silent, or off, during our meetings. 
 

Display Table 
Please bring along your trees for the display table. Not only is it great for all of us to see and admire, but you earn 
points for the annual awards which will be presented in February. 
 
Xmas Supper Thanks 
Thanks to Alison & Olivia who volunteered to do the Supper arrangements. It was a wonderful feast. Thanks to all 
those who brought Xmas Fare. We all enjoyed it immensely. Many said it was the best they had seen.  

 

Programme Ideas 
If you have any ideas, know a good speaker or have lurking interests (Bonsai related!) please let Bruce A know 
 

December Meeting & Xmas Breakup 
We will be having a supper spread to be shared by all and supplied by all of you who attend. Please bring a plate of 
something delicious to share. It can be savoury or sweet. 
 

Talks & Demonstrations at Other Groups 
Bruce & Bruce have already got 3 outside bookings for talks next year. If you know of any clubs that would like a 
talk from us, please let Bruce know.  
 

Banking 
Please note that the club has changed banks. We are now with the Bendigo Bank (BSB: 633 000 ACCOUNT: 161 248 
547) Please continue to notify our treasurer Brian Taylor of any deposits. 
 

Subscriptions 
Subscriptions are due on 1st July each year. 
We currently have 98 members which include our Life Members after the subscriptions were all sorted out. 
Can we make 100? 
It would be great to get to the 100 mark - so tell likely candidates how good our club is and invite them along.  

New Club Shirts & Hoodies  
 

Wear our Club T-Shirts with pride! 
The material is drip dry, wash & wear, non-iron! Cool wearing 
but not clingy! All up price per shirt is $35. Orders accepted 
anytime from Zyggy at the trading table.  

The Hoodies are medium weight in black & blue with club logo, 
$46 each. See JoAnn next meeting if you want one. (or email 
Zyggy with your size) 

BEGINNER'S WORKSHOPS  

Workshop for this month is: 
Sat January 19th 

at Bruce Argaet’s place 

Please let him know if you are coming 

Brian Sampson’s Bonsai book 
is available at the meetings 
for $50 

mailto:vicepresident@waverleybonsaigroup.org?subject=WBG%20Club%20Shirts


Last Meeting 
 

Last meeting was the Christmas Breakup. Several members gave some very interesting talks and 
answered many of our questions. 
 
This was all followed by an awesome Spread of Xmas food. We all indulged, chatted with fellow 
members and had a great time. 
 
Bruce showed us how to analyse the shape of a tree and experiment with different outcomes. Sev-
eral people were invited to give their views. 
 
Jeff talked about the ins & outs and aesthetics of growing trees with roots over rocks. Figs are one 
of the easiest to start with. 
 
Ali showed us some tips. How to straighten wire, why you don't water your trees before you wire 
them (so you don't snap the branches), rolling wire & more. 

Josh talked about his approach to shaping an out of shape Ash. He also invited other people's sug-



Bonsai Terminology 
CHOP Commonly used word that describes the heavy pruning and reduction in height of the trunk of a tree. 
COMMON NAME Simply the name a plant is commonly known by, however, common names can be very non-
specific ('Maple' could refer to any one of hundreds of trees) and can vary from region to region. It is always better 
to try to remember a trees' specific Latin name as this nomenclature is specific to each and every plant, the world 
over.   



Display Table  





Seasonal Notes 
January 

Check wires on all trees regularly as trunks and branches expand/grow rapidly at this time of year. As new 
branches harden you may start to apply wire. 
Pinch back new growth on shoots as early shoots start to grow and elongate. More frequent pinching and nipping 
will promote the development of fine branches and thicker foliage pads. Maples grow rapidly and put out long 
shoots, Pinch back to first pair of leaves. Remove shoots with long internodes. 
Azaleas 
As azaleas finish flowering, prune back to maintain shape of the tree. Repot after flowering.  
Natives 
Do repotting of natives in January and February. 
Water!!! 
With the warmer weather here, ensure your plants are obtaining sufficient water…remember to water thoroughly 
and regularly. 
Pests & Diseases 
Regularly check plants for pests and diseases. 
Defoliation 
You can defoliate now, if you haven’t already done so. Sit back and enjoy your trees whilst sipping on your favour-
ite beverage. 
Deciduous Plants 
Remember that deciduous plants come from cooler climate area and therefore may need shelter from the hot 
burning rays of the summer sun. 
Fertilizing 
Reduce fertilizing during January and February 
Pines 
For pines, allow the soil to dry out between watering as this reduces the size of the pine needles. 
Preventitive Measures 
Use mesh over your moss to keep the blackbirds away and to go forage elsewhere. 
To keep mosquito larvae from growing on your water trays, put a layer of sand in the bottom.  

February 

Check Your Wires 
Keep checking wires on all trees regularly as trunks and branches expand/grow rapidly at this time of year. 
Pinch and nip new growth on shoots to promote the development of fine branches and thicker foliage pads. 
Maples grow rapidly and put out long shoots - pinch back to first pair of leaves. Remove shoots with long inter-
nodes. 
Defoliation 
When leaves have hardened and plants are strong, you can defoliate, if required, to reduce the size of leaves on 
your plants. 
Natives 
Repotting of natives, should be completed in February. 
Figs and Cedars 
Figs and cedars should be repotted by late February 
Water… 
With the warmer weather here ensure your plants are obtaining sufficient water…remember to water thoroughly 
and regularly. Be vigilant for signs of leaf end browning and burning. Never put water on leaves in hot sun. 
For pines, allow the soil to dry out between watering as this reduces the size of the pine needles. 
Pests and diseases 
Pests and diseases need to be looked at closely. Look under leaves and branches too. 
Weeds 
Kill star weed and liverwort with brown vinegar (apply with cotton bud or a fine paint brush). 
Fertilizing 
Reduce or even eliminate fertilizing during January and February  



WAVERLEY BONSAI GROUP - PROGRAMME 2019 

The committee is currently working a fantastic line-up for this year's programme and will update as soon it is confirmed.  

16 July 
Pre-show workshop 
Display Table Species Flowering  Style Informal and Formal 

20 August 
AGM 
Display Table Species Australian Natives  Style Penjing 

17 September 
TBA 
Display Table Species Sakei Landscape  Style Your choice 

15 October 
TBA 
Display Table Species Junipers  Style Your choice 

19 November 
TBA 
Display Table Species Satsuki Azaleas  Style Broom &Informal 
 

17 December 
Christmas break-up, various topics by committee members 

15 January 
Club members speaking on various aspects of bonsai 
Display Table Species Any  Style Any 

19 February 
TBA 
Display Table Species Figs/ Ficus  Style Groups 

19 March 
TBA 
Display Table Species Maples  Style Group 

16 April 
TBA 
Display Table Species Pine trees  Style Informal and Formal 

21 May 
TBA 
Display Table Species Autumn Trees  Style Your choice 

18 June 
TBA 
Display Table Species Deciduous  Style Informal  

Your Waverley Bonsai Group contacts for 2019 are: 
Secretary and General Enquiries: Bruce Wensor 0431 773 446 brucewensor@outlook.com 
President: Bruce Argaet 0417 058 053 shoku_bruce@hotmail.com 
Vice President and Trading Table: Zyggy Reinoga 0404 041 883 vicepresident@waverleybonsaigroup.org 
Treasurer: Brian Taylor bandjt@hotmail.com 
Newsletter Editor: Wendy Clark newsletter@waverleybonsaigroup.org 
Librarians: Barbara Cheevers and Stuart Caldwell 

Waverley Bonsai Group 2018–19 annual membership fees: 
Single $30  //  Family $35  //  Student $12 

+ New members pay a one off joining fee of $15 to obtain a club badge 
 

Payment can be made by cash, cheque or Direct Bank Deposit /EFT 

Direct Bank Deposit /EFT: 
Waverley Bonsai Group – Bendigo Bank  
BSB 633 000 Account 161 248 547. 
Include your name as reference & notify Brian Tay-
lor via email of your payment.  

Our mailing address is: 
Waverley Bonsai Group 
P O Box 926 
Mt Waverley, Vic 3149 
Australia 

Copyright © 2019 Waverley Bonsai Group, All rights reserved.  
Hi fellow bonsai enthusiast, you are receiving this awesome newsletter because you are either a Waverley Bonsai 
Group member, or associated with our great club!  

Annual Show - August 
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